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Emergency service crews at the Nufarm
site in Laverton where a man was killed.
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WWoorrkkCCoovveerr NNSSWW
OOvveerrvviieeww ooff tthhee MMooddeell WWoorrkk HHeeaalltthh aanndd SSaaffeettyy AAcctt
WorkCover NSW has been providing presentations across
NSW on an overview of the new Work Health and Safety
Act due to be introduced in NSW on 1 January 2012.
The link below is a presentation - password protected,
when prompted to enter a password please select ' read
only' to view the presentation. To view the notes on this
presentation you can save this file to your computer then
open it from its saved location.
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..wwoorrkkccoovveerr..nnssww..ggoovv..aauu//ffoorrmmssppuubblliiccaattiioonnss//ppuubblliicc
aattiioonnss//PPaaggeess//wwhhssoovveerrvviieewwpprreesseennttaattiioonn..aassppxx

MMaann DDiieess aafftteerr EExxppoossuurree ttoo MMoolltteenn
PPhheennooll iinn LLaavveerrttoonn NNoorrtthh,, VViicc
A MAN has died from chemical exposure after a pipe
carrying a toxic substance burst at a large factory in
Melbourne's western suburbs.
Three workmates and a workplace nurse desperately tried
to save the man in his mid-50s at the Nufarm farm
chemicals factory in Laverton North, after he collapsed in
a decontamination shower and suffered a cardiac arrest.
Paramedics and MFB officers donned protective gear
before they too unsuccessfully tried to revive the man.
It is understood the man was exposed to a fatal dose of
molten phenol, a chemical used in the manufacturer of
farm pesticides at the Pipe Rd plant.
Police said the man was working on an exterior pipeline
when the pipe connection failed, spraying him with the
toxic chemical about. During an attempt to wash the
chemicals off in a shower the man collapsed.
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He was pulled from the shower, but attempts by fellow
workers and emergency crew failed to revive him.
Five other workmates - including four who tried to
resuscitate him - were assessed for exposure.
Another man suffering a minor chemical burn to his arm
during the incident. He was taken to the Western Hospital
at Footscray in a stable condition.
Nufarm is one of the world's biggest manufacturers of farm
pesticides and other farm chemicals.
MFB spokesman John Taylor said its scientific officer and
dangerous goods unit were involved in an investigation
into the incident.
Molten phenol is classed as an S6 poison, considered to
have “moderate to high toxicity”. Information about the
chemical warns it is toxic through contact with the skin or
if swallowed. It also causes burns and exposure risks
serious damage to the eyes. The chemical is also
flammable, and can give off toxic fumes while burning.
Chemical safety advice is that anyone exposed to the
chemical should use overalls, full face shield, elbow-length
impervious gloves, splash apron and rubber boots.
A report is expected to be prepared for the coroner, while
WorkSafe is also investigating.
WorkSafe spokesman Michael Birt said the death was a
grim reminder for employers and workers to "make their
workplaces as safe as possible". He said the death had
been the third in the past month, while 23 people had died
in workplace accidents in the past year.
Source: Herald Sun

MMaassssiivvee FFiirree aatt MMeellbboouurrnnee FFaaccttoorryy
A massive fire has destroyed the factory of a Melbourne oil
manufacturer where 700,000 litres of flammable liquid is
held on site. Firefighters battled for hours to try and
dampen the out-of-control blaze in complex and arduous
conditions on Thursday night.
A CFA spokesman said the fire was a huge headache for
firefighters because it could not be fought with water,
which would have worsened the blaze. Foam was also a
problem because it would have polluted the local area and
caused an environmental hazard, the spokesman said.
A small amount of foam was used to stop the blaze
spreading to surrounding factories in the industrial area,
including a nearby glass factory which housed dangerous
chemicals.



The blaze destroyed the factory and was threatening
massive 20-metre-high drums containing flammable liquid,
the spokesman said. Several of the drums exploded.
Firefighters were spraying water on the remaining drums
to cool them down and prevent further explosions, he said.
Initial estimates of the amount of flammable liquid at the
site were of 70,000 litres, but the CFA spokesman said the
estimated volume was later lifted to 700,000 litres.
The factory makes products such as petroleum-based oil,
motor oil and lubricant. The spokesman said there was a
significant amount of thick black smoke in the area. "It is
a concern for us that there's smoke. We're asking
everybody to stay indoors and close the windows," he
said. About 20 CFA units and six MFB trucks were at the
scene with about 130 firefighters working to contain the
blaze. It is not yet known what caused the blaze.
Fire investigators will not be able to access the site until
it is deemed safe. According to the company's website,
the Australian-owned TriTech Lubricants was established
in 2002 and moved to its current premises in 2009.
Source: Nine News

FFooxxccoonnnn FFaaccttoorryy DDuusstt EExxpplloossiioonn
An explosion at a Chinese factory owned by Foxconn has
killed at least two people and injured 16, three of them
seriously. The incident happened on a production line for
Apple's iPad 2 in Chengdu in the south-western province of
Sichuan, according to local media reports.
The Taiwanese manufacturer was quick to state the
incident was an accident. The explosion, which happened
on May 20 has been brought under control, according to
Foxconn spokesman Qian Ding. He said the reason for the
explosion, as well as the financial cost and the number of
injured, were still being investigated. Chinese media
reported that fleeing workers had been warned of the risk
of a secondary explosion.
However, other local media reports suggested the
building's central air conditioning system might have been
the cause. The incident reportedly occurred in the
polishing section of the factory and involved an explosion
of ultra-light dust. Foxconn staff told local media that
there were hundreds of workers at the site when the
accident occurred. Security guards are reported to have
told evacuees that smoke from the explosion was toxic.
Source: HazardEx



One hybrid car requires 20 kilograms of
lithium carbonate. By comparison,
cellphone batteries need just a few

grams. Some experts believe that as
production of hybrid cars increases, so
will the demand for lithium and other

rare earths.

Photo: financialpost.com

This lake outside of Baotou, China,
contains sludge laced with toxic

chemical compounds from rare earth
processing.

In Baotou, a smoggy city in China’s Inner
Mongolia, the air this week has an acrid,
faintly metallic taste. Half of the global
supply of rare earths comes from the

hills north of the town.
Photographs: Chinh’s News

CChhiinnaa PPaayyss PPrriiccee ffoorr WWoorrlldd''ss RRaarree
EEaarrtthhss AAddddiiccttiioonn
Peasant farmer Wang Tao used to grow corn, potatoes and
wheat within a stone's throw of a dumping ground for rare
earths waste until toxic chemicals leaked into the water
supply and poisoned his land.
Farmers living near the 10-square-kilometre expanse in
northern China say they have lost teeth and their hair has
turned white while tests show the soil and water contain
high levels of cancer-causing radioactive materials.
"We are victims. The tailings dam has contaminated us,"
Wang, 60, told AFP at his home near Baotou city in Inner
Mongolia, home to the world's largest deposits of rare
earths, which are vital in making many high-tech products.
"In this place, if you eat the contaminated food or drink
the contaminated water it will harm your body," Wang
said, pointing towards lifeless fields now strewn with
rubbish around Dalahai village, a few hundred metres from
the dump.
China produces more than 95 percent of the world's rare
earths -- 17 elements used in the manufacture of products
ranging from iPods to flat-screen televisions and electric
cars. Two-thirds of that is processed in mineral-rich
Baotou on the edge of the Gobi desert.
Environmental groups have long criticised rare earths
mining for spewing toxic chemicals and radioactive
thorium and uranium into the air, water and soil, which
can cause cancer and birth defects among residents and
animals. Beijing, keen to burnish its green credentials and
tighten its grip over the highly sought-after metals, has
started cleaning up the industry by closing illegal mines,
setting tougher environmental standards and restricting
exports.
But Wang and the other farmers in Dalahai blame state-
owned giant Baogang Group, China's largest producer of
rare earths and a major iron ore miner and steel producer,
for poisoning their fields and ruining their livelihoods.
Strong winds whip across the dump's millions of tonnes of
waste, blowing toxic and radioactive materials towards
surrounding villages. "It is the pollution from the tailings
dam," Wang Er said pointing a dirty finger at his spiky hair
which started turning white 30 years ago.



Rare earth element
From Wikipedia

These rare-earth oxides are used as
tracers to determine which parts of
a watershed are eroding. Clockwise

from top center: praseodymium,
cerium, lanthanum, neodymium,
samarium, and gadolinium. As
defined by IUPAC, rare earth

elements or rare earth metals are a
set of seventeen chemical elements
in the periodic table, specifically the

fifteen lanthanoids plus scandium
and yttrium. Scandium and yttrium
are considered rare earth elements

since they tend to occur in the same
ore deposits as the lanthanoids and
exhibit similar chemical properties.

Despite their name, rare earth
elements (with the exception of the

radioactive promethium) are
relatively plentiful in the Earth's

crust, with cerium being the 25th
most abundant element at 68 parts

per million (similar to copper).
However, because of their

geochemical properties rare earth
elements are typically dispersed

and not often found in concentrated
and economically exploitable forms

known as rare earth minerals. It
was the very scarcity of these

minerals (previously called "earths")
that led to the term "rare earth".
The first such mineral discovered

was gadolinite, a compound of
cerium, yttrium, iron, silicon and
other elements. This mineral was

extracted from a mine in the village
of Ytterby in Sweden; many of the
rare earth elements bear names

derived from this location.

Baogang, which has rare earths and iron ore refineries
stretching for about seven kilometres along a road in the
area, did not respond to AFP requests for comment.
But a 2006 study by local environment authorities showed
levels of thorium, a by-product of rare earths processing,
in Dalahai's soil were 36 times higher than other areas of
Baotou, state media have reported. "People are suffering
severely," the Chinese-language National Business Daily
said in December, citing the official study. Sixty-six
villagers died of cancer between 1993 and 2005 while crop
yields fell "substantially". "There is not one step of the
rare earth mining process that is not disastrous to the
environment," Greenpeace China's toxics campaign
manager Jamie Choi said in a recent report.
Choi said the impact of the government crackdown
depends on whether it is "implemented properly".
But the environmental damage already caused by rare
earths mining in China could be irreversible, according to
Wang Guozhen, a former vice president of the government-
linked China Nonferrous Engineering and Research
Institute. "The money we earned from selling rare earths is
not enough for repairing the environment ... definitely not
enough," Wang said.
The desolate fields around Wang's village have been left
fallow as farmers wait for government compensation.
Some appear to have fled already, with empty houses and
shops along dusty roads falling into disrepair.
Authorities have offered to pay farmers 60,000 yuan per
mu ($9,200 per 0.067 hectares) so they can move to a new
village four kilometres away. But they won't have land to
till and the farmers say the compensation is inadequate.
Source: AFP

WWhhaatt iiss AAuussttrraalliiaa DDooiinngg?? PPrroodduucctt
SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp BBiillll 22001111
The Product Stewardship Bill 2011 was introduced into
Parliament on 23 March 2011. This legislation provides the
framework to effectively manage the environmental,
health and safety impacts of products, and in particular
those impacts associated with the disposal of products.
The framework includes voluntary, co-regulatory and
mandatory product stewardship. Goto:
http://www.environment.gov.au/wastepolicy/index.html



An artist's impression of the world's first
floating LNG plant. Source: SMHerald

WWoorrlldd’’ss FFiirrsstt FFllooaattiinngg LLNNGG PPllaanntt
AUSTRALIA'S vast reserves of stranded offshore gas could
soon be unlocked, after Shell confirmed it would go ahead
with the world's first floating LNG plant.
In a decision the company claimed would be a ''game
changer'' for the LNG sector, Shell gave final confirmation
yesterday that it would deploy the floating technology on
the Prelude field off Australia's north-west coast.
The transportable vessel, which analysts predict will cost
more than $12 billion to build, can chill gas for export on
site, removing the need for onshore processing plants to
be built and connected to offshore gas fields.
Measuring more than 480 metres long and 74 metres wide,
the 600,000-tonne vessel is too large for most of the
world's ports and will be built at the Samsung shipyards in
South Korea. It is expected to produce 3.6 million tonnes
of LNG a year, as well as 1.3 million tonnes of condensate
and 400,000 tonnes of LPG.

Resources Minister Martin Ferguson said it could add $45
billion to the Australian economy over the 25 years it will
be moored at Prelude, and was an exciting development
for a nation that had massive reserves of gas in remote,
inaccessible locations. Research by the CSIRO in 2008
found that up to half Australia's gas resources - 140 trillion
cubic feet - could not be developed because they were too
remote to be connected to onshore processing plants.
''They are stranded assets that would just never be
developed,'' Mr. Ferguson said yesterday. The vessel will
be able to moor on top of remote gasfields - such as



WWhhaatt’’ss HHaappppeenniinngg
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Evacuated people at the scene.
Source: The Daily Telegraph

Prelude, which is 200 kilometres offshore - and is built to
withstand worse conditions than category five cyclones.
Shell said the floating facility would also speed the
development of projects, as such vessels could be
redeployed to serve new fields as soon as they were
required. The vessel is not expected to be finished until
about 2017, but Shell executive director Malcolm Brinded
said the company hoped to start building more sooner than
that. ''This is not a prototype that we have to build and see
in operation before we do another one, we would be happy
to go ahead with others regularly,'' he said. Mr. Brinded
said the Sunrise LNG project - in which Shell is a joint-
venture partner with Woodside and several other
companies - was an ''obvious target'' for another floating
vessel, but a stalemate in negotiations with the East
Timorese government remained a sticking point.
The East Timor government wants an onshore processing
plant to stimulate local jobs, but developers say a floating
facility is the only affordable option.
Shell is also a partner in the Woodside-operated Browse
LNG project, which has caused controversy through its
plans to build an onshore processing plant at the sensitive
James Price Point near Broome. Despite controversy over
that location and rumours that Shell was opposed to the
site, the company insisted yesterday it had not considered
a floating facility for Browse. Yesterday's decision was the
final hurdle for the Prelude field.
Source: Sydney Morning Herald

115500 EEvvaaccuuaatteedd aafftteerr GGaass LLeeaakk aatt
SSyyddnneeyy UUnniivveerrssiittyy
150 people were evacuated from the Blackburn building at
Sydney University after a gas leak was detected. People
were treated at the scene by ambulance officers as
Firefighters cleared out the Blackburn building of the
university when a fault in the carbon dioxide cooling
system in a bio-hazard laboratory.
A Fire and Rescue NSW spokeswoman said four people
were treated by paramedics at the scene for eye
irritations but no one else was seriously injured.
Firefighters made sure the building was safe and cleared it
of the gas before allowing people back in the building.
Source: Daily Telegraph
Read More:



Security screening at airports not
enough to stop criminals. Photo: aapone

WWHHAATT TTOO DDOO IINN AANN EEMMEERRGGEENNCCYY -- OOHHSSIIMM --
TThhee UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff SSyyddnneeyy

http://sydney.edu.au/ohs/ohs_manual/emergency/help.shtml

LLiiqquuiidd CCoouulldd HHaavvee BBrroouugghhtt DDoowwnn
PPllaannee -- TThhrreeaatt RReevveeaalleedd aatt AAiirr
SSaaffeettyy HHeeaarriinngg
A parliamentary review of aviation and maritime security
has heard that a chemical being carried by a passenger
arrested at Perth Airport in 2007 could have resulted in the
crash of a passenger jet if the liquid had been opened on
board the aircraft. Maggie Plumb, senior research
coordinator with Western Australia Police, told federal
parliament’s Law Enforcement Committee: “That liquid
would have been toxic at one part per million of oxygen,
so we are talking here about a whole plane crashing. If the
seal had broken or he had decided to empty it into the
toilet, everyone would have died.” Ms Plumb said Australia
was “way behind other countries” in domestic aviation
security, particularly when it comes to checking of
passenger identification for domestic flights.
She suggested Commonwealth legislation should be
introduced that requires domestic airline passengers to
authenticate their identity before they can fly.
“Domestic passenger identity legislation would assist in
disrupting anonymous travel and disrupting organised
crime and other criminal activity,” Ms Plumb said.
She indicated domestic passenger identification was
standard international practice, and introducing it into
Australia would simply bring us up to the standard that is
accepted overseas.
But Qantas argued that identity fraud and tracking of
individuals were neither a priority nor appropriate
functions for airlines to implement, and that the financial
burden of a change in procedures would be unjustifiable.
“Verification of identity documents by commercial entities
should not be contemplated as they do not have the
requisite expertise in the detection of fraudulent
documentation,” Qantas Head of Security and Facilitation
Steve Jackson said. “The cost of system changes is
estimated to be many millions of dollars, not including
ongoing data storage and transmission costs and would be
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detrimental to passenger facility, contingency and system
redundancy requirements. “These anticipated costs
cannot be justified based on identity verification or
against the perceived benefit especially when considering
that the domestic aviation industry is only seven percent
of the size of the Australian domestic rail industry.”
A former aviation security specialist with the Federal
Airports Corporation, Michael Carmody is calling for
greater use of passenger profiling by airlines to help
identify criminals and terrorists before they even reach
airports or security screening gates. He said passenger
profiling software used by Israel’s El Al airline works in a
similar fashion to how credit card databases can alert
banks to unusual card use in an overseas country and stop
the card until the card user verifies their location or
purpose. “At the point when you buy a ticket to fly on the
Israeli airline the software kicks in,” Mr. Carmody said.
“Straight away, the software looks at you, who you are,
where you are flying from, where you are flying to, the
class of ticket, whether you are carrying baggage, how
you have paid for the ticket, point of origin, nationality et
cetera. If you happen to be a Qantas Platinum Frequent
Flyer, moving throughout the Middle East continually,
flying business class, invariably boarding here and
disembarking there, have a profile that has been
consistent over the years, have a ticket that is paid for by
a company cheque et cetera, then obviously, in terms of
risk based profiling, you would be shunted into a low-risk
gate. “If you happen to be a young fellow of 19 years of
age flying first class with no baggage, paying cash and
turning up in a pair of baggy jeans and a T-shirt, I suggest
the software would trip you into another area.”
A passenger deemed risky will be questioned further when
they check-in at El Al. “The point of the exercise in
profiling is, in a risk management sense, to highlight and
identify your most serious risk before they hit the
screening point, let alone the aircraft. We tend to engineer
it in reverse; we tend to hope that at the eleventh hour we
catch someone walking through a screening point or,
better still, stumble across something as they mount the
aircraft and sit in a seat. That, to me, is crazy.”

Source: About the House

Link: www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/le_cttele.committee@aph.gov.au





Planes lined up waiting to dock at the
airport. Source: The Canberra Times

CCaannbbeerrrraa AAiirrppoorrtt EEvvaaccuuaatteedd
A major gas leak forced the evacuation of the Canberra
Airport when an excavator working on the demolition of
the old Qantas terminal hit a main gas line. Canberra
Airport managing director Stephen Byron says they then
had to evacuate the terminal. "The gas line was turned off
at the valve very promptly and the ACT fire brigade has
cleared the area as safe, but the Hazmat crew from the
fire brigade also wanted to go into the terminal to do some
monitoring to make sure there were no levels of gas that
would be unsafe, as a precaution."
The airport was closed for about 2 hours.
Source: YAHOO7NEWS

VViiccttoorriiaann MMeetthhaannee SSeettttlleemmeenntt
A judge has approved a $23.5 million settlement for
residents of a Melbourne housing estate who were
exposed to leaking methane gas. More than 750
households at Brookland Greens, Cranbourne, will be
compensated after Victorian Supreme Court Justice Karin
Emerton on Monday approved the landmark settlement
between the residents and the City of Casey and the
Environment Protection Authority. Of the settlement, $17.5
million will be distributed among households, while $6
million will cover legal fees. Residents at the estate will
receive payments of between $6000 and $130,000.
Outside court, lead plaintiffs Matthew and Theresa
Wheelahan said they were pleased the settlement had
been approved. "The fight that we have had to get to this
point has been long and at times frustrating, the approval
of the settlement is the final key to ending the uncertainty
that we have lived with for the past two-and-a-half years."
Source: AAP

BBoossttiikk BBllaammeess OOppeenn VVaallvveess ffoorr UUSS
EExxpplloossiioonn
The adhesive company 'Bostik' is blaming open valves for
letting flammable gas into the Middleton plant that
exploded in March. But, the state fire marshal says it's too
soon to determine a definite cause. Four workers were
injured in the blast.
The Middleton plant will be demolished next month.
Read more: http://www.myfoxboston.com/dpp/news/local/bostik-blames-open-
valves-for-explosion-20110525#ixzz1Nd6sLnpo


