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Brazil Mine Disaster 0 Tailings Dam Bursts

VIDEO: DAM BURST A T BRAZILIAN MINE

VIDEO: BRAZILIAN VILLAGE STRUCK BY DAM WATER

NG?

The dam was holding tailings, a mining waste product of metal filings,
water and occasionally chemicals. It was located near the Gualaxo do
Norte river, adding to fears of potential water contamination.
It flooded the local community of Bento Rodrigues with industrial
waste for several hundred kilometres, leaving 15 dead and 45 missing.

CSB Releases Safety Video of 2009

Petroleum Explosion in Puer to Rico

The US Chemical Safety Board (CSB) has voted on the final

investigation report into the 2009 massive explosion at the Caribbean

Petroleum (CAPECO) terminal near San Juan, Puerto Rico; the report

includes recommendations for addressing regulatory ga ps in safety
oversight of petroleum storage facilities by the Occupational Safety

and Health Administration (OSHA) and Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA).

The 2009 incident occurred when gasoline overflowed and

sprayed out from a large aboveground stora ge tank, forming a
107 -acre vapor cloud that ignited. While there were no fatalities,

the explosion damaged approximately 300 nearby homes and

businesses and petroleum leaked into the surrounding soill,

waterways and wetlands. Flames from the explosion coul d be
seen from as far as eight miles away. Click here for the Report

Caribbean Petroleum Explosion: CSB Video



https://youtu.be/OiKydkqAcV4?t=5
https://youtu.be/E0SgGTja1Xo
https://youtu.be/E0SgGTja1Xo
http://www.csb.gov/caribbean-petroleum-refining-tank-explosion-and-fire/
https://youtu.be/41QMaJqxqIo

CPS to Take no Criminal Action over
Chevron Oil Refinery E Xplosion

No manslaughter charges are to be brought by the Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS) against company bosses at the former Chevron oil
refinery near  Pembroke , where four people were killed in a major
explosion in June 2011
A tanker is believed to have exploded at the Valero (former ly Chevron)
oil plant in Rhoscrowther, the UKOs wor ¢
R == four decades, claiming the lives of three men and one woman.
Thghscene atie formet More than four years after the tragic incident inquests into the four
evron oil refinery,
where four people lost deaths have still not been held.
their lives in June 2011 The acci dent happened during routine maintenance of one of its
storage tanks at the Pembroke refinery.
Two employees of US oil giant Chevron were questioned over gross
negligence manslaughter.
The CPS said, following a review, there is insufficient evidence to
pro ceed against any of the companies involved for offences of
Corporate Manslaughter.
But it now means that Health and Safety bosses can continue with
their probe.
A statement, issued by Dyfed Powys Polic
Prosecution Service has made t he decision that following a review of
the evidence in this case, there is insufficient evidence to proceed
Plumes of smoke from the against any of the companies involved for offences of Corporate
explosion gt thg Ch evron Manslaughter.
oil refinery
This enquiry was extremely complex and left no stone unturned,
whereby many experts and specialists were used to provide the best
evidence possible to present to the CPS. Source: Wales Online

AIDGC Site Visit

St . Maryds Advanced Water
Thursday 26th November 2015.
This state of the art facility uses some of the worl ddés cut-

technologies. This visit will allow you to find out more about the plant
and its purpose, and then enjoy a site walk to see this process first
hand. You will also be able to see the chemical facilities that are
required for advanc ed water treatment plants.
If you are interested in more information/or attending this event
contact Anne  -Marie Hill: info@aidgc.com.au



http://www.walesonline.co.uk/all-about/pembroke
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/four-killed-explosion-pembroke-chevron-1825148
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/four-killed-explosion-pembroke-chevron-1825148
mailto:info@aidgc.com.au

The photo provided by a
citizen shows heavy
smoke from a fire at
Daewoo Shipbuilding

& Marine Engineering’s

Plant. Picture: Yonhap

Death, Injuries in Shipyard Fire in S. Korea

A fire broke out inside a ga s tanker being built in a shipyard in
southeastern South Korea, killing one worker and injuring seven
others.

The worker in his 50s died after inhaling toxic fumes. The seven
workers were rushed to a nearby hospital for treatment.

Fire officials suspect th e fire was caused by a spark from a welder's
torch inside the 85,000 -ton tanker in the shipyard of Daewoo
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering Co. on Geoje Island.

Police and fire officials said about 130 people were working inside the
tanker when the fire br oke out. All the workers, except the eight,
immediately escaped.

Source: Yonhap News Agency

U.S. Report Finds 85 Fatalities in the
Chemicals Industry Last Year

A British chemical engineering group has said that serious accidents

in the U.S. chemical and p rocessing industries resulted in 85 fatalities
and more than 600 serious injuries in 2014.

The Instit  ution of Chemical Engineers, a professional membership
organization, surveyed media coverage of explosions, fires and other
incidents in the U.S. last year.

The analysis found 228 separate incidents in chemical manufacturing

and a number of related industr ies, including mining, refining, food
processing, biotechnology, wastewater treatment, and oil and gas

exploration and production.

"Many of these incidents commanded just a few column inches, but

there are 75 reports that detail fatalities," said Andy Furl ong, the
group's policy director. "Each one is a grim human tragedy that could

have been avoided, had the appropriate safety arrangements been in

place."

Preliminary numbers released by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration in September showed 27 fatalities in chemical

manufacturing last year but 142 in oil and gas extraction alone.
Source: Andy Szal, Digital Reporter

Explosion at Mitsubishi Gas Chemical Co.

An explosion has occurred at Mi tsubishi Gas Chemical Company in
Kamisu, Japan, according to reports. There are fears that toxic gas
has been released and gone into Kashima plant.

The cause of the explosion so far remains unknown.
Source: RT Question More


http://www.icheme.org/media_centre/news/2015/85-fatalities-prompts-new-safety-training-offer-in-the-us.aspx#.Vjy_eberRhH?
http://www.icheme.org/media_centre/news/2015/85-fatalities-prompts-new-safety-training-offer-in-the-us.aspx#.Vjy_eberRhH?
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/cfoi.nr0.htm?
http://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0286.pdf?
http://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0286.pdf?
http://www.manufacturing.net/news/2015/09/feds-workplace-fatalities-increased-in-mining-manufacturing-in-2014?cmpid=verticalcontent

NHTSA Recommends Ban on Ammonium

Nitrate in Airbags d Fines Takata >$200 M.

o
ETAKATA

Is Your Car Part of the Australian
Takata Airbag Recall?

Tank Explosi on at Lahore Steel Factory

At least five workers were killed and four others were injured when a
fuel tank at a factory on the outskirts of Lahore exploded on Monday
evening in what is the second industrial accident in the city in the
past two weeks.

Acc ording to eyewitnesses and rescue workers, some workers were
busy in welding at the Haidri Steel Factory on Barki road, east of
Lahore, when a fuel tank caught fire and exploded.

The explosion burnt five workers and injured four others and caused a
fire at the factory.

Jamil Ahmad, who works in the factory, said that some workers were
busy welding near the factory building when a nearby fuel depot,
which holds about 750 gallons of fuel for the generator, suddenly

exploded with a loud bang.
Source: The Expre  ss Tribune

Hazardous Areas Workshop

This annual AIDGC sponsored 3 day Workshop, to gain accreditation,
is proposed to be held in Sydney on 15, 16 and 17 February, 2016,

Interested? Contact Anne -Marie Hill <info@aidgc.org.au>



https://www.cars.com/articles/nhtsa-fines-takata-up-to-200-million-recommends-ban-on-ammonium-nitrate-in-airbags-1420682625267/
https://www.cars.com/articles/nhtsa-fines-takata-up-to-200-million-recommends-ban-on-ammonium-nitrate-in-airbags-1420682625267/
http://www.carsguide.com.au/car-news/takata-airbag-recall-tally-climbs-past-660000-cars-in-australia-33059
http://www.carsguide.com.au/car-news/takata-airbag-recall-tally-climbs-past-660000-cars-in-australia-33059
http://tribune.com.pk/story/988440/industrial-accident-fuel-tank-explosion-at-lahore-steel-factory-kills-five/

Shortlist of Nuclear Waste S ites

The Government released a shortlist of six sites nominated to store
low -to -intermediate nuclear waste, with three of them located in
South Australia.

The sites are Cortlinye, Pinkawillinie, and Barndioota in South

Australia, Hale in the Northern Terri tory, Sallys Flat in New South

Wales and Oman Ama in Queensland.

Australia currently has the equivalent of around two Olympic -sized
swimming pools of such waste, which may include laboratory items

such as paper, plastic and glassware, and material used in medical
treatments.

Resources and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said "More than 100
sites across the country, including hospitals and universities, are

licensed to store this waste on an interim basis. The facility will be
designed, built and operated to the highest safety and environmental

standards. ©
"This will require a thorough assessment by the Australian Radiation
Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency, Australia's independent

radiation safety regulator, and an environmental assessment."”
Source: ABCN ews

The Australian Nuclear Science and Techn ology Organization
(ANSTO) has welcomed significant progress towards the
establishment of a National Radioactive Waste Management
Facility.
At the moment, radioactive waste is held at more than 100
locations acr  oss Australia, including hospitals, medical centres,
mining sites and ANSTO.

READ MORE

N.Z. - Hazmat Unit Called to Mercury S pill

A specialist hazard ous materials unit was called to deal with a

mercury spill on a rural property nea r Alexandra

Southern fire communications Centre Shift M anager Tim Reynolds said

he had no idea why mercury would be at the property.

The spill was within a building and he b elieved 06it was no
amount 6.

The Alexandra Volunteer Fire Brigade was called oOwdre going
the process of stabilizing  and securing the scene and the hazmat unit

is working on the recover y and disposal of the chemical , 06 Al exan

Deputy Chief  Fire Officer Mark Hutton said.

Source: Otago Daily Times



http://www.ansto.gov.au/AboutANSTO/MediaCentre/News/ACS081490#sthash.H7SGwYFs.dpuf
http://www.ansto.gov.au/AboutANSTO/MediaCentre/News/ACS081490#sthash.H7SGwYFs.dpuf

FLASH FIRE DURING TRUCK UNLOADING

This is from a surveillance camera at a gas s tation during business
hour. It captures a fuel truck delivery driver and a fire that results
from flammable gasoline vapo urs escaping from the underground tank
as the delivery is made. As a car approaches the station , heat from
the brakes , and or engine , ignite the gasoline vapo ur resulting in a
large flame ball and the resulti ng fire

Major Fire at Dutch Chemical Plant

A massive fire at a chemical plant in Maastricht sent plumes of dense

black smoke over a large area and locals were warned to stay indoors

with doors and windows closed. The fire broke out at a storage facility

on the Chemelot industrial estate near Geleen, prompting smoke

warnings in a string of nearby towns and villages, including over the

border in Germany. Schools were also closed and pupils told to stay

Photo: Bjorn van der indoors until fire officials gave the all clear, news a gency ANP says.
Velpen Train services were also disrupted because of the smoke.

According to the Chemelot website, the warehouse was used to store

plastics rather than chemicals. The website states the fire started

during repair work on the roof of the storage f acility. Workers were

using open flames to put new bitumen on the roof which led to the fire.

Earlier incidents

There have been a string of incidents at the site this year.

On November 5 there was a fire in an ammonia plant.

In August, a leak at a facto ry polluted the Maas river with pyrazoles,

an organic compound which is released in the making of medicines

and pesticides.

In July a Sabic chemicals factory was shut down for a period after a

mysterious powder leaked into the atmosphere.

In another inci  dent, locals had to deal with an unpleasant smell

because of problems with a storage tank containing the fuel naptha.

The Chemelot industrial state in southern Limburg is home to dozens

of chemicals companies and wa s opened in 2005.
Source: DutchNews.nl

Fire at Dutch OCI Fertilizer Plant

Following a fire in September at Dutch fertilizer  group OCI, it is
expected that its CAN plant will not be running until later this month.
The blaze occurred at OCI Nitrogends Che

site. While both ammonia plants have restarted, the CAN and UAN

production units have yet to come back online.
Source: Il rish Farmersd Journal



https://youtu.be/OSICMPvs220

AMNONIA 7
ANHYDROUS

WA Mine Worker with Ammonia B urns

A worker suffered serious chemical burns when a rubber hose

ruptured at a mineral processing pla nt in WA, enveloping him in an
ammonia cloud.

According to a preliminary report by the Department of Mines and

Petroleum, the worker was exposed below the waist to pressurized
anhydrous ammonia at about -33C and was air lifted to a city hospital

for treatm ent.

The investigation is ongoing but it appears that not all aspects of

flexible hose safety and integrity procedures were followed.

There had been other hose failures at the processing plant over the

previous 12 months, the department said. All workers h  ad undergone a
training program before the incident as a result. Source: Perth Now

Lithium Fire Causes Explosions

The fire started inside of an oil drum and spread to the en tire building.
The fire was at The International Metals Reclamation Company, Inc. in
Pennsylvania.  Less than five employees were inside when the fire

started. Multiple expl osions and heavy smoke were reported.

A lithium fire cannot be extinguished with wa ter.

There wa s no threat to the public, but weather conditions we re being
monitored for a possible evacuation because of toxic chemicals in the

building. The toxic chemicals are contained to the building.

0OThere are containers that atheywauldder pr

explode, 6 Brian Melcer, Director of Publ
INMETCO is the only facility in North America that provides thermal
recovery for nickel -cadmium batteries.

Lithium batteries are capable of spontaneous ignition and explosion

due to overh  eating. Overheating has many causes and results in a

process called thermal runaway, a reaction in the battery causing

internal pressure and temperature to rise more quickly than can be

dissipated. Once one battery goes into thermal runaway, enough heat

is produced to cause other batteries to go into thermal runaway.

Due to the nature of thermal runaway, the fire may be explosive in

nature or a progressive burn -off. Both types of thermal events can be
managed and contained in the appropriate storage and tra nsport
environments.

Source and Video WKBN Photos

BURNING LITHIUM METAL IN WATER

Have a good look at the Safety Gear!



http://interactives.wkbn.com/photomojo/gallery/39161/
http://wkbn.com/2015/11/08/lithium-fire-resulting-in-multiple-explosions-heavy-smoke-still-burning/
http://interactives.wkbn.com/photomojo/gallery/39161/1/photos-ellwood-city-lithium-fire/photos-ellwood-city-lithium-fire/
https://youtu.be/ojGaAGDVsCc

Worker Dies after Inhaling Paint Stripper

An employer has been fined after a worker died after inhaling fumes
while cleaning a chemical stripping paint tank at a motor vehicle

repair company.

Steven Conway was employed by Diamond Wheels (Dundee) Limited to
undertake general duties at its Dryburgh Industrial Estate, premises.

These duti  es included collections and deliveries, removing and

replacing tyres, and moving alloy wheels into, and out of, the chemical

stripping tank.

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) investigation found Mr .
Conway was provided with no formal training in respe ct of the use of

the chemical stripping tank and the chemical stripping agent used by

the company. I nstead he was given 6on ¢ttt
The court heard Mr. Conway, was overcome by dichloromethane

vapour while attempting to remove stripping debris f rom within the

chemical stripping tank and died as a result of his exposure to those

vapours.

Diamond Wheels (Dundee) Limited, of Nethergate, Dundee, was fined
£50,000, after pleading guilty to offences under Section 2(1) and

33(1)(a) of the Health and Sa fety at Work  etc. Act 1974,
Source: HSE
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http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/Launch.aspx?EID=c5f42a99-eadb-46d0-953c-233560f0fa5a

In July 2012 long residue
oil was released into the
atmosphere from a faulty

roof at Essar 09

refinery. Photograph:
Colin McPherson for the
Guardian

74 people were injured when a glass staircase
collapsed as crowds fled pepper -spray released inside

a Maltese nightclub
VIEW FOOTAGE

Pepper spray , also known as OC spray (from" oleoresin _ capsicum "), OC gas ,
and capsicum spray ,isa lachrymatory agent (a chemical compound that
irritates the eyes to cause tears, pain, and temporary blindness ).

Essar Oil Fined £500k for Cheshire Pollution

An oil company has been fined nearly half a million pounds for two

pollution incidents in Cheshire.

Essar Oil (UK) Ltd, which is headquartered in | ndia and operates
Stanlow oil refinery in Ellesmere Port, pleading guilty to breaching the
conditions of its environmental permit at Chester crown court.

On 27 October, it was fined £497,284 with £40,000 for three counts of
breaching regulation 38(2) of th e Environmental Permitting (England
and Wales) Requlations 2010

The case relates to two separate incidents, both of which happened in

2012.

On 31 July 2012, the roof of an o il storage tank failed under pressure
at Stanlow oil refinery. This caused a plume of steam and long residue

(a type of oil) to be released into the atmosphere and fine droplets of

oil were reported over an area about 5.3km long and 0.8km wide.

~ | The oil aff ected gravestones at a nearby cemetery, local businesses

The Essar refinery at
Stanlow Pic supplied by
Essar.

and vehicles which had to be cleaned. The incident led to a large

number of local complaints and Essar incurred significant clean -up
costs.
In a separate incident on 19 August 2012, five tonnes of oi | entered

the Manchester Ship Canal following failures in the operation of
Essards effluent management system. The
Ship Canal to close to all shipping traffic for two days while it was

being cleaned.
Source: The Guardian

WH & S Laws Amended in Q ueens land

Work health and safety laws in Queensland have been amended as

part of election commitments made by the Government to improve

safety for Queenslanders at work.

The Government committed to restoring elements of the Work Health
an d Safety Act 2011 that were changed following a review of

nationally  harmonized laws introduced in 2012.

READ MORE



http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/30/essar-oil-fined-500k-cheshire-pollution-manchester-ship-canal#img-1
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/30/essar-oil-fined-500k-cheshire-pollution-manchester-ship-canal#img-1
http://www.9news.com.au/world/2015/11/17/07/58/clubbers-injured-as-glass-staircase-collapses-in-pepper-spray-panic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capsicum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachrymatory_agent
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/oil
http://www.endscompliance.com/ENDSApp/RecordDisplay.aspx?tt=17530
http://www.endscompliance.com/ENDSApp/RecordDisplay.aspx?tt=17530
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/news/newsletter/esafe-newsletters/esafe/october-2015/breaking-news/work-health-and-safety-laws-amended?utm_source=enews&utm_medium=email&utm_content=whs+laws+amended+title+link&utm_campaign=esafeoct15

SafeWork SA Hazardous Chemicals

The Work Health and Safety Regulations 2012 (SA) require hazardous
chemicals to be classified and labe lled in accordance with the
Globally Harmonized  System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals (GHS) , however the person conducting the business or
undertaking (PCBU) has until 30 December 2016 to comply with those
requirements. A transitional provisi on (Regulation 736) outlines how
hazardous chemicals should be classified and labelled before that

time.

Important change: The requirement to notify SafeWork SA if using,

handling and/or storing certain quantities of hazardous chemicals
(Regulation 348 ) was to take effect from 1 January 2016. However,

after careful consideration, it has been determined that the State's

existing dangerous substances licensing system provides a more

thoroug h safety management approach. The existing licensing system
therefore remains in South Australia.

Files

Eﬁ Licensing
5 November 2015 (PDF 42kb)

(U.S.) NFPA 652, 2016 Edition - Standard

on the Fundamentals of Combustible Dust

This FIRST edition of NFPA 652, Standard on Combustible Dusts, was
issued by the Standards Council on August 18, 2015, with an effective
date of September 7, 2015. NFPA 652, Standard on the Fundamentals
of Combustible Dust , provides the general requirements for
management of combustible dust fire and explosion hazards and
directs the wuser t o-dléoPAy i-spetificstandayds,
as appropriate:
1 NFPA 61, Standard for the Prevention of Fires and Dust
Explosions in Agricultural and Food Processing Facilities;
1 NFPA 484 |, Standard for Combustible Metals;
1 NFPA 654, Standard for the Prevention of Fire and Dust
Explosions from the Manufacturing, Processing, and Handling of
Combustible Particulate Solids;
1 NFPA 655, Standard for Prevention of Sulfur Fires and
Explosions; and
1 NFPA 664, Standard for the Prevention of Fires and Explosions in
Wood Processing and Woodworking Facilities.
CLICK HERE for FREE access to NFPA 652



http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/show_page.jsp?id=112257
http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/uploaded_files/DSLicensing.pdf
http://www.safework.sa.gov.au/uploaded_files/DSLicensing.pdf
http://www.safteng.net/index.php/free-section/safety-info-posts/combustible-dust/4044-nfpa-652-standard-on-the-fundamentals-of-combustible-dust-2016-edition
http://www.safteng.net/index.php/free-section/safety-info-posts/combustible-dust/4044-nfpa-652-standard-on-the-fundamentals-of-combustible-dust-2016-edition
http://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/free-access

Firefighters battle a blaze
at a Laminex factory in
Taupo. Image: Matt
Shand, Fairfax NZ

In 2006 the
factory suffered
millions of
dol I ar 6 sof
damage after a
burst oil pipe
sparked a blaze
that des troyed
most of the
fibreboard
factory. It left
severe damage
due to the
amount of oil in
the burnt out
factory.

Dust Explosion in Taupo Factory

A Tau po wood products factory will be shut down for up to five days
after an explosion left the building in flames.

About 60 firefighters from brigades around the North Island worked
until 2am on Friday to bring the fire under control in the Laminex

Group's factory on Centennial Drive . "The plant will be closed for three
to five days while the machinery is cooled down, cleaned out and then
recommissioned, " Laminex New Zealand general manager Richard
Pollington said.

The fire started in one of the company's "shakers" that separates

coarse and fine wood particles and sends them to different places in

the process, Fire Service Lakes District assistant area

Manager Hamish Smith  said. Dry product flying around combined with
the heat in the shaker caused a large dust explosion, Smith

said. "Whenit's super -hot and you combine the dust flying around with
heat - it exploded and sparked a fire . ®Reports from staff was that
there was one large explosion which resulted in the ignition of the fire
and, from that, it spread to four different silos inside and outside the
plant." "It can be a common occurrence in that type of production but
this fire and explosion were la rger than the normal ones."
Taupo Fire Brigade station officer Graeme Trainor said the fire went
through the conveyer lines, hoppers and metal structures inside and
outside the buildings. "The fire had spread right through the
manufacturing process that tu rns the wood chip into product
through the silos, sifters and conveyers that separate the wood chips
to make the board."

Crews battled several fires inside four large hoppers between four and
five storeys high at the property. Firefighters had to w
spaces, shutting down the conveyor belt system that transports wood
shavings and wood products, using foam and water to bring the fire

under control.

Smith said the damage was confined to one part of the manufacturing
process which would s hut down for days. "They have to be 100 per
cent sure we have washed all the burning sawdust away," he said.

"If it is turned back on too early there is a chance of reignition."

Trainor said fire crews were regularly called to fires in the factory, but

mos t were minor. "We get the odd one there from time to time

because of the process involving dry and hot wood chips doesn't take

much to ignite." Stuff.co.nz; Phillipa Yalden, Matt Shand

NEWS REPORT AND VIDEO

- going

ork in confined


http://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-times/news/73987613/fire-crews-fight-taupo-blaze
http://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-times/news/73987613/fire-crews-fight-taupo-blaze
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/73989372/shut-down-after-fire-rips-through-taupo-facto

Worker Dies after Explosion on Melbourne

Construction S ite
He was tra pped in a trench or a tunnel following a "below ground
explosion" - paramedics tried to reach the injured worker but he died a
short time later - explosion appeared to be an industrial accident
The man was using explosives to remove underground rocks when an
explosion occurred. WorkSafe Victoria is investigating.

Irish Glass Manufacturer in Court after
Employees Injured in Explosion

A glass container manufacturer on EllesmerePort 6s out skirts
fined for serious safety breaches after two employees were injured in

aflashfire. Li ver pool Magi strates®6 Court hear
working in the mould shop at Encirc Ltd. suffered burns to their face

and head when a gas cani ster exploded.

While the employees were welding pieces on work benches, with

flammable aerosols stored around them, a gas canister exploded

An el Vi af ihe causing a flash fire and injuring the men. Oxyacetylene welding was

Encirc factory in Elton also taking place in the area giving rise to a f urther risk of fire and

explosion and putting other employees at risk.

The HSE investigation found no risk assessment had been carried out

and no instruction was given to operatives in relation to the storage

and use of flammable aerosols on work benches i n the mould shop.

HSE found the company had failed in its duties towards its employees

and in the failure to assess the risks and to implement control

measures.

Encirc Ltd, of Enniskillen, Northern Ireland, pleaded guilty to breaches

of the Health and Safe ty at Work etc. Act 1974 and was fined £18,000

and ordered to pay prosecution costs of £4,840.90.

Robert Rose, operations director at Encirc commented:

0The use of aerosols in the area where t
prohibited and a separate zone has been designated while all

operatives have been trained in the new procedures and activities

have been subjected to a new risk assessment process
Source: The Chester Chronicle

Chemical Gazette n November 2015

NICNAS Bulletin i November 2015

- are now availa ble on the NICNAS website.



http://www.9news.com.au/national/2015/11/09/12/38/man-badly-hurt-after-explosion-at-melbourne-construction-site
http://www.9news.com.au/national/2015/11/09/12/38/man-badly-hurt-after-explosion-at-melbourne-construction-site
http://www.chesterchronicle.co.uk/all-about/ellesmere-port
http://www.nicnas.gov.au/communications/publications/chemical-gazette/chemical-gazette-no.-c-11-tuesday,-03-november-2015
http://www.nicnas.gov.au/communications/publications/the-nicnas-bulletin/the-nicnas-bulletin3-november-2015
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Death at Queensland Oil Recycling Plant

A 38 -year -old employee of the Yatala oil recycling plant died after an

explosio n and fire

Fire crews quickly responded to the emergency but have also praised

the quick -thinking staff who m oved other containers of highly -
flammable oil from the containment zone before they too could ignite.

Acting Fire Chief Superintendent David Herman from the South

Eastern Region said the workers, still traumatized by the death of

their colleague, moved qui cklyto minimize the danger.

OWe were standing outside and then we

At -Pac employee Jason Marszalek said. olt wasndét an expl

wasndt a bangwhoash ,likeasemething took off.

OWe both turned ar ou nsdhishigndushrobneadoed anda
the fire was just raging.

ol't was a shipping container that was
the hotfire. 01 dondt know what chemical it
The HazMat Unit has responded to the tragedy, along w ith scientific
and forensic officers.

Police media released a statement saying that around 8.15am a truck

was dumping a load of material near an open air container when a fire

ignited at the premises. Source: Brisbane Courier Mail

WATCH VIDEO

Orange Fumes from Tuas Chemical Plant

Orange fumes poured from a storage tank at a plant in Tuas,

Singapore, alarming workers in the area.

Police had to cordon off a road leading to the chemical plant after

orange fumes were seen billowing from it. Police officers had to urge

about 20 curious onlookers to disperse for their safety.

Around 10 people had self -evacuated before SCDF's (Singapore Civil
Defence Force) arrival, and no injuries were reported.

An employee of the plant said that the fumes were believed to have

been created after chemicals were added to a storage tank.

Mr. Wen, who works near the Tuas chemical plant, said th at there was
a nauseating smell emitting from the scene after the orange smoke

was spotted, triggering fears of an imminent explosion. Fortunately,
rescue personnel who were onsite allayed fears of an explosion.

However, Lianhe Wanbao reported that hints o f the orange fumes were
still present at 2pm, nearly three hours after the vapour was dispersed

by SCDF officers.

Source: Asiaone


http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/one-confirmed-dead-in-gold-coast-factory-blaze/story-fnihsrf2-1227597026043
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Chemical Fire: New Jersey Technical Plant

Police were notified by Somerset County Communications of a fire

alarm at Veeco.

Emp loyees told authorities they were servicing a piece of equipment

that fed Triethylgallium fi a pressurized gas that is stored in small

portable containers fi into another instrument, police said.

When the employees pressurized the system, the chemical ignit ed,
police said.

Firefighters entered the facility and extinguished the fire by turning off

the gas, police said. There was minimal damage that was isolated to

one room of the facility, police said.

Veeco designs, manufactures and markets thin -film equipme  nt widely
used in the manufacture of hard disk drives, semiconductors and

wireless chips.

Toxic Gas Concern: US Factory Fire

Employees have been evacuated from a Glastonbury, Connecticut
company that makes cosmetic displays as an out -of -control fire tore
through the building.

Employees said the building houses Preferred Display, a

manufacturing plant that has been making acrylic cosmetic displays

for around eight years and Siwy said it employs around 50 to 75

people.

Officials from Department of Energy an d Environmental Protection
(DEEP) also responded because they were concerned about what was
burning.

"The facility doesn't manufacture the polyacrylic. They bring in sheets

of the polyacrylic, cut that and use it in the work that they use for

building the  display cases," Jeff Chandler, emergency response unit
supervisor for DEEP, said. "Fortunately, we're not dealing with raw
chemicals here. We're just dealing with the polyacrylic. The

byproducts  of combustion of that are somewhat hazardous as far as
inhala tion."

Chandler said that as the plastic burnt, DEEP was concerned that the
burning plastic would break down into toxic gases like carbon

monoxide and hydrogen cyanide
Source: NBC Connecticut

Truck Carrying C ans of Paint Thinners
Explodes into Flames in Tunnel
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CPC Kaohsiung RFCC Plants Catch Fire

Taiwan CPC Corp had stopped its refinery plant in Dalin,

Kaohsiung, as it caught a fire at the 80,000b/d RFCC unit, including

450kta propylene production. The plant was shut for two -month
turnaround since end of Aug and was hit by an explosion in the gas

line on Nov 12 morning. The fire was put out, and no one was

reported hurt by the accident.

CPC's Kaohsiung RFCC unit was completed in the end of 2012, and

the prop ylene produced was mainly supplied to its downstream

olefin converters.

With regard to the safety, the plant was required by local

government to be shut totally, and a detailed plan should be made

for application of the restart. The shut -down may last aro und 1~3
months, which could cost the plant heavy losses and also affects

its downstream plants.
Source: CCFGroup

Two Injured In Tanker Explosion

Two people are injured after trying to transport sodium hydroxide

at a local environmental plant. They were em  ptying the tanker into
what they thought was an empty container, but it had sulphuric

acid in it.

The call came in of a tanker explosion at Excel TSD in southwest

Memphis in the industrial park.

The driver and passenger of the tanker were injured.

One is listed in critical condition and one is in stable condition.

News Report Video and Source

Sodium Hydroxide: NIOSH Pocket Guide

Source: Liverpool Echo

EPA W ants to Expand Toxic Chemicals Database
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has proposed requiring

large oil and gas processing fa cilities to publicly report, to the federal
Toxics Release Inventory, the names and amounts of the toxic

chemicals they emit. It would be the first expansion in 20 years of the

TRI, the online public database in which most other industries must

list their  pollution emissions, and, according to the EPA, would affect
more than half of the 517 existing large oil and gas processing plants
around the nation, including three in Western Pennsylvani a.
READ ALL
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Employee Dies from CO2 Leak

According to the Houston Fire Department, there was a CO2 leak at
Atlantic Coffee Solutions.

CO2 is used to decaffeinate coffee.

Alarms imm  ediately sounded when the leak happened, and employees
responded properly, but a man who was closest to the leak was

affected, HFD said.

He was transported to the hospital in critical condition and later died.
Source: Click2.Houston.com

Non -Toxic Gases Ki  |l: Commentary

The report notes that a CO 2 gas leak at the facility was responsible,
explaining: O0OAl arms i mmediately sounded
and employees responded properly, but a man who was closest to the

leak was affected, HFD [Houston Fire De partment] said. o
While there is a great deal in the news about the release of CO 2 to the

atmosphere as a probable (or not depending on your political suasion)
cause of global climate change, there is very little talk about this

being an industrial chemical that is used in a number of different
commercial applications, from industrial cooling, to atmospheric
deoxygenation, to caffeine removal from coffee.

CO:2 at room temperature is a non -toxic gas that is a routine part of the
air that we breath every day an d an important part of the respiratory
cycle for the exchange of oxygen between plants and animals.

So, if CO 2 isnon -toxic and necessary for life, how did a person die from
a CO 2 leak? The answer if fairly simple; asphyxiation.

The atmosphere contains a number of chemicals, but the most
important one from an animalistic point of view (and please remember

that humans are animals) is oxygen. Oxygen is typically found in the

air at about 21%. Anything below about 19% starts to become too

little to support i fe. As other gasses are added to the atmosphere the
amount of oxygen (as O 2) starts to decline. If too much is added to the
local area, then there is not enough oxygen present to support life and
animals die.

READ WHOLE ARTICLE

Major Accidents Involving Fertilizers
The aim of the above bulletin is to provide insights on lessons learned
from accident reported in the European Major Accident Reporting
System (eMARS) and other accident sources for both industry
operators and government regulators.
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Darwin Residents fear RAAF contamination
A group of Darwin residents is calling on authorities to provide more

information on water testing near the airport and the Royal Australian

Air Force (RAAF) base.

The ABC has revealed that the contamination of runoff water near an

Air Force base in New South Wales has prompted testing at several

bases around the country, including D arwin.

The Northern Territory Environmental Protection Authority said th ey
had no information on "the discharge of fire retardant chemicals, e.g.
PFOS, from Defence or airports lands". "The EPA recommends that the
Defence Department and Airport Corporation are consulted," it said.

It is not the first time Air Force firefightin g chemicals have caused
controversy in the area.

In 2008, toxic firefighting foam was released after an electrical fault

on Darwin's RAAF base. The foam drifted into the sky and landed in

backyards around Darwin's northern suburbs.

READ ALL & ABC News

UPDATE: Williamtown RAAF Base Contamination

T he Department of Primary Industries (DPI) is assisting the

Environmental Protection Aut hority (EPA), NSW Health and Hunter

Water as part of a multi -agency response following a contamination

incident caused by fire -fighting foams at the Williamtown Royal

Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base, near Newcastle.

Perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) and pe rfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA)
are substances that were historically used in fire -fighting foams. They
were used at RAAF Williamtown in fire -fighting training and operations
prior to a change in Defence policy.

The NSW Government has established an Expert Pan el to be led by the
NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer, Mary O'Kane. Under the Chief

Scientist and Engineer's leadership, the EPA, NSW Health, the DPI,

NSW Food Authority, Hunter Water and independent experts in

contamination and public health will assess and confirm the nature of
any potential risk of the contamination and what has to happen next.

READ MORE

An Emerald man has been taken to hospital after an explosion.
The Queensland Ambulance Service transported the 22 -year -old male
to Emerald Hospital. QAS tweeted that the man had received burns to
arms and chest. The service confirmed the burns were received from a
44 gallon drum with lig uid inside exploded. Source: The Bulletin
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California Natural Gas Line Explosion

A ruptured natur  al gas line exploded in rural Central California
sending flames 200 feet into the air, killin g one person and injuring
two others before it was shut down, authorities said.

The Pacific Gas and Electric Co. line was cut by someone using heavy

eq uipment in a farm field , Kern County fire Capt. Tom Ellison said. The
pipeline was about 12 feet undergro und when it was struck, but

officials said that it is unclear what kind of work was being doing.
Source: The Bakersfield Californian

VIDEO OF EXPLOSION

The video shows gas line explosion; it was provided to the Californian
by Marla Proffitt. Warning: stror
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You can also download these d ocuments directly from the ir website,
click on a link below to learn more or to download the documentation
directly.

JOIFF PPE Handbook

Protective W  orkwear

Inerting Vertical Tanks

Foam in Extinguishers

Guideline on Foam - English Version
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Confined Space Rescue from Water Tower

It took rescue specialists from the Indianapolis Fire Department three

hours and 44 minutes to get the contr actor back on the ground. He
was part of a crew from Tank Industries Consulting inspecting the

tower owned by Citizens Energy. He fell from an interior ladder and

was injured . Source: INDYSTAR
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Why did they
do that?

Opportunity to Express Views
about Workplace C hemicals

Safe Work Australia is urging interested parties to express their views

about exposure standards for hazardous chemicals used in
workplaces in a public consultation process.

Exposure standards refer to the airborne concentration of individual

chemicals in the w orkerds breathing zone which,
knowledge, should not cause adverse health effects or undue

discomfort to nearly all workers.

Exposure standards are specified in the model Work Health and Safety

Regulations as mandatory legal limits to p rotect the health of workers

and minimize exposure to chemicals in the workplace. There are some

644 exposure standards, as listed in Workplace exposure standards
for airborne contaminants.

0Safe Work Australia is holding the publ
examine the role of workplace exposure standards and how they could

be reviewed and maintained, 6 said Safe \
Executive Officer, Michelle Baxter. OAIl interested part
encouraged to express their views about exposure standards by

making a submission in response to The Role of Chemical Exposure

Standards in Work Health and Safety Laws: Discussion Paper.

0This is an excellent opportunity for wc
storing, handling and generating hazardous chemicals, and any other
interested stakeholders, to comment. We want to hear your thoughts

on the use of exposure standards, the impacts of compliance, their

role in the regulatory framework and how they can best be reviewed

and maintained. 0The input r ecei v e dublictonsoltatigrn t hi
process will help inform policy options for the regulation of workplace

exposure standards, 6 said Baxter.

The public consultation period is open for six weeks from 9 November

2015 until 18 December 2015.

You canread  The Role of Chemical Exposure Standards in Work

Health and Safety Laws: Discussion Paper and submit your

views via the Safe Work Austral ia public submissions website

SafeWork Australia; Virtual Seminar Series

Presenting the latest thinking, research, developments and best

practic e in work health and safety, the 2015 Virtual Seminar Series
will remain available as a lasting and free res ource here and on
Saf e Wo rYbudgbe channel . If you prefer to listen, many seminars
are available as podcasts from Soundcloud  and iTunes (search for
Virtual Seminar Series).
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Evacuation after 3500litre Toluene Spill

More than 950 gallons of toluene leaked out of a broken pipe at the
Hickory Shurtape Techn ologies plant , officials said.

A strong smell similar t o nail polish was pre sent at the scene.
As firefighters headed into the plant, Shurtape Technologies

evacuated all of their employees from the area.

According to a Shurtape Technologies news release, the facility was

Al AT S evacuated as a oprecaution.é6 No o®m® was
together as a team to . i .
contain a toluene leak at Shurtape Technologies Director of Environment and Safety Mark
Shurtape  Technologies. Hawes said a valve containing the chemical toluene failed, which
Image: Robert C. Reed resulted in the spill. The toluene then spilled into a concrete
containment reservoair in the plant placed by the valve in ca se of
chemical issues. 0Our standard protocol is to a

the evaporation of the toluene, 6 Hawes ¢
Hawes said the Shurtape Technologies emergency responders created

a foam blanket around the spill to stop the leak. Hawes said the

chemi ¢ a | is used to manufacture Shurtap<e?
sensitive tapes.

Toluene is a widely used industrial solvent, according to the National

Institutes of Health Open Chemistry Database.

Toluene can cause fatigue, sleepiness, headaches, eye irritat ion, sore
throat, dizziness, and nausea when inhaled in large amounts.

It also is highly flammable.
Source: hickoryrecord.com

Have a Look at this Short V ideo on the  Importance of
Training for Industry Emergency R esponse
The large scale Bulk Tanker Emergenc y Exercise conducted at the

Transport Industries Skills Centre (TISC) Canberra in January by Fire
& Rescue NSW (FRNSW) was especially filmed for ongoing emergency
response training purposes by the various emergency services and

industry
This video with a 2 0 minute time  -frame is scheduled for national distribution
within the emergency services organizations
View an introductory version of the video (3-minute duration )

Wrong Hose Caused Ammonia Leak

Process Safety Beacon, November 2015
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Maritime: Enclosed Area Death and
Injury Reach Unacceptable Rates

The dangers associated with enclosed spaces are w ell known yet
deaths continue to occur.

Part of the issue may be misconceptions as to what spaces are or may
become dangerous, and how they are identified. For example, a t
present, there is no industry standard for the design and siting of

warning notices and symbols that may be universally understood by

ship and shore personnel. Indeed, on many ships, no attempt is made

to provide any such labelling at points of access.

A shift in the approach to safety management of enclosed spaces on
board ships is need ed.

Fifteen years ago, while working as an independent surveyor, | was

carrying out a condition survey on board a bulk carrier. The scope of

the survey included testing the emergency generator, located in the

steering flat and accessed by an inclined ladd er.

Accompanied by the superintendent and the chief engineer, we had no

sooner reached the bottom of the space when the chief engineer

urgently ordered us all out. By the time we had exited the space,

within seconds, we were all in a state of dizziness and confusion,
compounded by our inability to comprehend what had just occurred.

Further investigation revealed that Freon gas had leaked from

refrigeration machinery located in the steering flat and being heavier

than air, had migrated into the emergency gen erator space, displacing
breathable air. It was a lucky escape. Victims of asphyxiation in

enclosed spaces deficient in oxygen will normally receive no such

warning that anything is wrong or have the ability to quickly escape.

Should we have been aware tha t this emergency generator space, not
being enclosed in the usually perceived sense of the word, was

potentially dangerous for entry? Absolutely.

To continue reading. Click here:
Commentary from Maritime from Injury Lawyer Blog

Storage Tank Explosion

A man was killed at the South Dakota Soybean Processors plant
in Volga. Workers were installing catwalks high above storage
tanks, then one o f them exploded

The man k illed was a welder.
Source: ksfy.com
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Not a croc 0 safety in the crocodile
industry

wwesess Download the podcast

NTWor kSafe tal ks ab o DangesousdGdad f f- eentginy thé
crocodile business in the Northern Territory, this seminar shows the

innovative techniques used to reduce the risk from the hazards unique to this

industry.

Dad Sets F ire to his backyard by Attaching
his Son's Toy Ball B lower to the GAS Line

1 A 'mad scientist' dad, demonstrated a 'turbo'd’ up version of his
child's toy
71 Jacob Strickling, modified the set -up by adding flames to the toy

1 The family experiment gone wrong, took place in their backyard

Footage has captured the moment a science enthusiast's family
experiment went wrong and almost burned down a tree.

Self -proclaimed 'mad scientist' and father Jacob Strickling can be
seen demonstrating a 'souped' up version of his child's toy ball blower

Jacob Strickling ) ) . )
e b e i their backyard in Terri gal, on the New South Wales Central Coast.

version of a toy by putting In the video,  Mr. Strickling and his sons are in the backyard with the

a jumping castle fan next

0 a flame modified toy set up and attached to an ignited gas pipe line.

Source: Alisha Buaya, Daily Mail Australia

WATCH VIDEO 38 Warning some language!
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Fire Injures High Scho ol Chemistry Students
Five students and a teacher were injured in a fire at W.T. Woodson
High School in Fairfax, Va. The school has released no details about
Safety: Concerns grow the incident, but local media reports indicate that the fire happened
about use of methanol as during a chemistry class dem onstration called a orai
R The teacher owas demonstrating the exper
elements causing the fire to change color, and as the fire was dying

down, she added mor e al conestdeniimetviewedt , 6 ¢
by Fox5DC. o6lt was | i ke a whoosh coming out,
a sideways fireball .o

The fire comes amid growing concern ab out use of fuels such as

methanol in educational demonstrations. C&EN counts that at least 46
people have been injured in similar incidents across the U.S. since

September 2013.

The American Chemical Society , National Fire Protection Association ,
National Science Teachers Association ,and Chemical Safety &

Hazard Investigation Board have each issued safety alerts or

recommendations to prevent similar incidents.

0Teachers need to be trained and require
risk assessments prior to demos or labs. They also need to take the

precautions indicated by those assessments, such as handling

chemicals appropriately and using barrice
Source: Chemical & Engineering News

Toxic School Running Tracks?

China's education ministry has ordered a study of the quality of school
athletic tracks after parents in several pla ces complained that their
children's health was threatened by a strange odour emitted from the
tracks.

A Ministry Official Liao Wenke said that use of suspect tracks must be
suspended pending further assessment. Liao cited a series of

problems including us e of substandard materials due to low bidding
prices, poor supervision and possible corruption.

Reports of students getting nosebleeds, feeling dizziness and

developing rashes after new tracks were laid emerged recently in

Jiangsu, Shanghai and Shenzhen, | eading parents and teachers to
question how facilities to improve the health of users turned out to be
health hazards.

Students at a school in Jiangsu even had to wear masks in class.

Most of China's new schools and kindergartens use rubber running
tracks.  source: China Daily

Firefighters Exposed to Hydrofluoric Acid
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Australia Consults on First Chemical
Management Reforms Paper - New Scheme

to Replace Imap and Pec Process

Australia has publis hed the
proposals for reforming its
the countryds
until 14 December.

The topics covered in the first paper are consistent
listed in the implementation plan released last month

first in a series of four papers outlining
chemicals management system. Nicnas,
nati onal chemicals

with the schedule
(CW 22 October

2015).
The paper proposes that a new Nicnas assessment scheme wil I
replace:
1 the Inventory Multi -Tiered Assessment and Prioritization (Imap)
scheme;
1 the priority existing chemicals (Pec) process; and
1 secondary notification assessments.
Instead, Nicnas will be able to assess or reassess any existing
chemical itself. This will start when the reforms are rolled out
between 1 September 2016 and 1 September 2018.
The paper also highlights where chemical management approaches
already adopted by other countries can be used.
It proposes that applications for a Nicnas new chemical assessment
will be harmonized with the approach of REACH in the EU, where
companies may appoint agents to make applications.
Nicnas is also evaluating whether luclid can be used for electronic
submission of chemical data. If adopted, it would allow data f rom
international submissions to be used in Nicnas notifications and
assessments.
The paper proposes that Nicnas will publish summaries of assessment
certificates on its website. To protect confidential business
information (CBI), one option being consider ed is to allow
nameso6é6, an approach foll owed by the EU,

If Nicnas adopts a similar approach, the paper says, it could require a
single, one -off application for masking the chemical name.

Chemical Safety Alert: Safer Tec hnology &  Alternatives
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Occupational
Saf ety and Health Administration (OSHA) (EPA/OSHA) issue this
Chemical Safety Alert as part of an ongoing federal effort to improve
chemical ris  k management, advance safety and protect human health
and the environment following r  ecent catastrophic chemical facility
incidents in the United States

agency,

1
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Ethanol Spilt in Train Derailment

Crews are working to clear a freight train derailment in western

Wi sconsin that spilled thousands of gallons of ethanol.

BNSF Railway said crews continued to transfer ethanol from the

derailed cars and get the cars back on the tracks.

BNSF says railroad crews stopped the leaks from five tanker cars and
placed containment booms along the shoreline. One tanker released
an estimated 18,000 gallons of ethanol, and the other four released an

estimated 5 to 500 gallons each.
Source: foxénow.com

US Gas Processing Plants: New Rules

The US Environmental Protection Agency is planni ng to propose
regulations that require natural gas processing plants to begin

reporting toxic chemicals released from their sites for inclusion in the

federal Toxics Release Inventory (TRI). In response to a petition and

lawsuit by environmental and open g overnment organizations, EPA has
determined that the appropriate course of action at this time is to

propose adding natural gas processing facilities to the scope of TRI.
Source: Oil & Gas Journal

Eleven Injured in Abu Dhabi Factory Blast

Eleven people we  re injured, seven of them critically, after an

explosion at Gulf Piping Company in the Mussafah industrial area, Abu

Dhabi. Police cordoned off a 500m area around the blast site, and
Khaleej Times quoted sources saying the explosion was due to a

significan  t carbon monoxide leak at the factory.

Gautam Kumar, health and safety supervisor at the company, said that

Stock image the exact cause of the blast is still unknown and the police are

investigating the matter, so it's too early to draw conclusions. "We

have injuries  but no fatality,” he added.
Source: Khaleej Times

Claim: Death Caused by Toxic Gas

The family of a man found dead atop an oil collection tank in the North

Dakota oil patch in 2013 is suing the Texas -based company the

deceased was working for.

As reported by the Billings Gazette, on July 18, 2013, the body of

e Blaine P. Otto of Sidney, Montana, was discovered on a catw alk above

w“;;gé:ﬂmEvansonvia the tanks where he was checking oil | eve
Flickr brother, is representing the estate of the deceased and is suing

Newfield Exploration Co.

To read the full article, click here.



http://www.inforum.com/news/3868149-lawsuit-claims-nd-oil-patch-death-though-ruled-heart-attack-caused-toxic-gas
https://bakken.com/news/id/247196/bakken-worker-death-caused-by-toxic-gas-lawsuit-claims/

Chemical Spill at Plastics Plant

White, plastic dust spewed from a silo at an Earl Township,
Pennsylvania, manufacturing plant, prompting a response from
emergency crews and scrutiny by state officials.

The polyvinyl chloride, or PVC, overflowed out of a silo at Superior
Plastic Products in the Orlan Industrial Park south of New Holland,
sending plastic dust onto roof, driveway and vehicles at the plant.
Someone from the state Department of Environmental Protection
Image: Kurt Niedermyer visited the plant to investigate possible air, ground or water
contamination.

John Repetz, a DEP spokesman, said the owner had hired an
environmental contractor to handle the cleanup, adding that DEP
would do a follow -up inspect ion later in the week.

Superior Plastic Products manufactures vinyl fencing, railing and

columns as well as pergolas and arbours.
Source: Lancaster Online

US/EPA Fines for  Massive Explosions, F ires

A company that mixes and transports chemicals for custom ers in the
printing, coating, and cleaning industries has agreed to pay the

Environmental Protection Agency $1.1 million to settle environmental

violations and ensure safety at six plants in lowa, Kansas and

Wisconsin.

The EPA said that Barton Solvents als 0 agrees to make changes in
blending and packaging processes to meet safety and environmental

regulations.
The EPA says Clean Air Act violations caused explosion s and fires at
Barton plants in Des Moines and Valley Center, Kansas, in 2007.

Company facilities and nearby businesses were damaged.
EPA says it found widespread violations of hazardous waste storage

and spill prevention regulations.
Source: kcci.com

Ac id Caused Two -Hour Closure of A75

A major south of Scotland trunk road was closed for more than two
hours after a carton of hydrochloric acid was found next to it.

The A75 Stranraer  -Gretna road was shut to traffic at Glenluce after
the substance was disc overed on Wednesday.

A Police Scotland spokesman said the container appeared to have
fallen from the back of a vehicle. He added: "It has been safely
disposed of."

One person was taken to hospital in Dumfries as a precaution.
Source: BBC News



http://www.kcci.com/Firefighters-Watch-Plant-Fire-Overnight/7343788
http://www.kcci.com/Firefighters-Watch-Plant-Fire-Overnight/7343788

NSW EPA Updated Guidelines on Duty to
Report Contamination under the
Contaminated Land Management Act 1997

The duty to report the contamination of land to the Environment

Protection Authority arises when land is contaminated at levels above

those specified by th ese guidelines and when certain other factors are

met. These guidelines detail the circumstances that can trigger the

requirement to notify the EPA about contamination. T he guidelines: |
set out the duty of landowners and those who have responsibility for
contamination to report it to the EPA | outline how the EPA assesses
and determines whether the contamination reported is significant

enough to warrant regulation._ These gui del ines have b
under section 105 of the Contaminated Land Management Act 1997,

which establishes a process for investigating and remediating

contaminated land where it presents a threat to human health or the

environment. They revoke the for mer EPA guidelines published in

2009. _ These guidelines revoke the EPA guidelines published in July
2015. The guidelines have been amended to correct publishing errors.

These guidelines have been republished in September 2015 to enable

the previous July 2 015 guidelines to be distinguished from the current

September 2015 guidelines. Download: Guidelines on the Duty to

Report Contamination under the Contaminated Land Management Act

1997 (PDF 501KB) The draft guidelines were on public exhibition from

9 July 2 014 to 8 August 2014. Eighteen written submissions were

received, as summarized below together with the response from the

EPA. Download: Guidelines on the Duty to Report Contamination under

the Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 - Summary of

Submissions  and EPA Responses (PDF 318KB)
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/clm/150164 -land -contamination.htm

Explosion At Sperry Haunted Attraction

A worker was critically injured in an explosion at a Halloween
attraction in Sperry , Oklahoma.  Authorities said the worker was in a
barn, trying to open a 55 -gallon drum with a torch when the drum
exploded. A Sperry firefighter said it's not clear what was in the drum.

The young man  was taken to the hos pital in critical condition, the
firefighter said. Psycho Path  is a haunted house attraction built in a
wooded area with visual and audio effects, owned by Victor Marquez.
According to their website, Psycho Path has attractions called The
Dark Ride, Shadow Box, Rage Cage and Quarantine, a paintball
experience.  Source: newson6.com



http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/clm/150164-land-contamination.htm
http://psychopathhaunt.com/

Lorry D river Jailed after C hemica | S pill

A Lithuanian lorry driver has been jailed after a chemical spill caused

an eight -hour closure of a key road linking the A14 and A140 in

Suffolk, costing the taxpayer £130,000. Kestutis Rakevicius, from
Kaunas in Lithuania, was sentenced to 10 months imprisonment .
He was also disqualified from driving for 18 months until a re -test is
ta ken.

Police were at the roundabout at the junction of the A14 and A140 at

on June 23, when they became aware of a curtain -sided lorry.
Seconds later a container fell from the vehicle as it drove into Kettle

Lane and a hazardous liquid, a solution of the chemical Acrylamide,
began to leak. Officers stopped the vehicle and the road was closed

while the incident was dealt with.

Rakevicius was arrested at t he scene and charged with careless

driving and driving a vehicle carrying a dangerous insecure load.
Sou rce: Bury Free Press

Im age: eadt.co.uk

Siberia: Significant Oil Leak at Refinery

About 170 tons of oil leaked from a Siberian refinery belonging to

state -owned oil giant Rosneft

The affected area is 1,200 square meters.

The spill took place in the early morning from one of the refinery's
reservoirs as excess water was being drained off, according to a

% i Rosneft spokesperson cited by Russia's RIA Novosti news agency.

Stock image Rosneft said that there was no risk to the surrounding territory and

the spilled oil was being cleaned up, ac cording to RIA Novosti.

Hundreds of tons of oil are spilled every year in Russia, according to
environmentalists, and the problem is particularly acute at Soviet -era

fields with ageing infrastructure.
Source: Interfax

Fire Crews Battle Massive Chemical Bl aze
The fire originated at Weatherford Engineered Chemistry, an oil and
gas service company, in Leetsdale, Pennsylvania, then spreadtoa

second building.

Two chemicals, ammonium persulfate and sodium chlorite, are being

released and are inhalation contac t problems.

Hazmat representatives visited residents door -to -door to order them to
evacuate. Three workers were hospitalized, including one who was

¢ taken to Mercy Hospital with chemical burns.

VIDEO from wxpi.live



http://www.wpxi.com/videos/news/wpxi-live-news/vsQ2Z/

Image: newspatra.com

Explosion: Munster Residents Sue BP

Nearly two years after an explosion was caused by maintenance on an
underground petroleum pipeline, homeowners in Munster are still

waiting for repairs to their homes. The lawsuit centers o n a hydro
pressure test of an underground petroleum pipeline that took place

Nov. 12, 2013, near their homes. During the testing, an underground
pipeline exploded with residents describing the incident feeling like

their houses were going to collapse, acco rding to court records.
Houses in the area sustained thousands of dollars in structural

damage, according to the lawsuit. The landscaping surrounding the
homes also was destroyed by the explosion and the repair work done

on the pipeline afterward. Source a nd Image: nwi.com

Explosion at TATA Steel Plant in India

Nineteen workers sustained injuries in an explosion in an ammonia

scrubb er at Tata Steel plant . Of the 19, five workers sustained
fractures in different parts of the body and will be retained at TMH for
further treatment. Eleven others who received minor injuries will be

released later in the day. Three workers were released from the plant

after first aid treatment. Nine of the workers are contractual

employees while the remaining are Tata Steel empl oyees.
Sources said the top cover of the ammonia gas scrubber at Tata

Steel's coke plant exploded and workers got injured when they came

in contact with the splinters of scrubber. "Barring the five seriously

injured retained at TMH for advance treatment, t he others will be
discharged after necessary medical treatment,” chief inspector of

factories A K Mishra told TOI.

The incident comes exactly two years after a massive explosion in the

LD gas holder at the Tata Steel plant caused one death and 10 injuries

on November 14, 2013. Source: The Times of India

Indian Solvent Plant on Fire

A solvent plant was engulfed in fire at Por , Vadohara . Barrels and a
tanker containing inflammable solvents at the Advance Syntex Private

Limited

According to the city fire br igade the fire was caused due to short

circuit at the plant. Although no casualty was reported, nearly six

barrels with 200 litres of solvent each were destroyed, said fire

officials.

Although the barrels contained inflammable fluids, there was no

explosio n at the spot.
Source: Times of India



Fire at Taloja Petrochemical Unit: Mumbali

Firefighters said a blast at a boiler at Taloja Petrochemicals
triggered the blaze.

Officials pressed five fire engines from Taloja, Panvel and nearby
areas into service. The fire was brought under control in about
two hours.

The said that the fire spread quickly due to a large quantity of
lubricants, which are highly inflammable, stored inside the unit.
The said that the fire spread quickly due to a large quantity of
lubrica nts, which are highly inflammable, stored inside the unit.
The entire factory housing petroleum products was gutted in the
blaze.

No casualties were reported.
Source: India TV

Solvent Blaze at Mumb ai Hits Power Supply

A fire broke out at a factory making industrial solvents in Pawane

MIDC, Mumbai, which resulted in melting of high -voltage electricity
lines in the unit's vicinity.

Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Company Lim ited (MSEDCL)
had to disconnect the electricity  supply to Vashi, Koparkhairane and
Turbhe for several hours . The blaze, which started at Sangdeep Acid
Chem Pvt Ltd, spread to two factories fi Glenova Laboratories India Pvt
Ltd and Baba Enterprises il located nea rby. Fourteen workers at
Sangdeep escaped unhurt, while two sustained minor burn injuries.

"Due to the fire, two circuits connecting to a 100 KVA transmission

conductor were disconnected as the firefighters were using water to

douse the flames. Power suppl y was restored by around 9am," said

MSEDCL assistant engineer Pawan Raut.
Source: The Times of India

My thanks, as

always, to Don
Johnson

Perfect Foresight: Making Hazardous
Chemical Safety Procedures a Priority

Cloud -based environment, health, safety and sustainability

management software so lutions make it easier than ever to track and
report on chemicals and safety processes across facilities.

Read Article in OH&S Journal



http://www.speakingtree.in/topics/nature/fire
https://ohsonline.com/articles/2015/11/01/perfect-foresight.aspx




